OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 30 2012

To the Members of the California State Assembly:

This bill seeks to boost immunization rates for children in communities where vaccine
rates are falling.

Current state law requires children to be vaccinated prior to enrollment in school or a
child care facility, but allows a parent or guardian to opt out of this requirement based on
a personal belief. This bill doesn’t change that. Consistent with current law, AB 2109
allows parents with a personal belief to reject vaccination for their child.

This bill is about explaining the value of vaccinations — both the benefits and risks — for
an individual child and the community. Whether these are simple “information
exchanges” or more detailed discussions, they will be valuable even if a parent chooses
not to vaccinate.

[ am signing AB 2109 and am directing the Department of Public Health to oversee this
policy so parents are not overly burdened in its implementation. Additionally, I will
direct the department to allow for a separate religious exemption on the form. In this
way, people whose religious beliefs preclude vaccinations will not be required to seek a

health care practitioner’s signature.

Sincerely,

&l % o
Edmund G. Byown Yr.

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. * SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 « (916) 445-2841




OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

June 30, 2015

To the Members of the California State Senate:

SB 277 has occasioned widespread interest and controversy — with both proponents and
opponents expressing their positions with eloquence and sincerity. After carefully
reviewing the materials and arguments that have been presented, I have decided to sign

this bill.

The science is clear that vaccines dramatically protect children against a number of
infectious and dangerous diseases. While it’s true that no medical intervention is without
risk, the evidence shows that immunization powerfully benefits and protects the
community.

The Legislature, after considerable debate, specifically amended SB 277, to exempt a
child from immunizations whenever the child’s physician concludes that there are
“circumstances, including but not limited to, family medical history, for which the
physician does not recommend immunization...”

Thus, SB 277, while requiring that school children be vaccinated, explicitly provides an
exception when a physician believes that circumstances — in the judgement and sound
discretion of the physician — so warrant.

Sincerely,

el & o]

Edmund G. Brown Jr.

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. * SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 « (916) 445-28+41




